.L
smanerauthorityname:

_DickenS Heath PariSh Council _

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and27
The Accounts and Audit
lations 2015 (Sl 20
NOTICE
1. Date of

announcement Tuesday June 4th 2019 _(a)

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an extemal auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yetto be reviewed by the appointed auditor,

NOTES

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

it is subject to change as a result of that revieu
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and otherdocuments relating
available for inspeetion by any percon
interested. Forthe yearended 31 March 20{9, these documenb will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

to those records must be made

(b)

Helen Marczak, Parish CIeTURFO

_c/o Dickens Heath Library
_on O7 7 7 2 46927 1 or at d ickensheathpc@hotma

i

l.

_Tuesday

and
email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or

apply to inspect the accounts

(c) tnsert date, which must be at least

1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

16th July 2019

(d) The inspection period between

and (d) must be 30 working

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

.

position

other person to which any person may

com

commencing on (c) _Wednesday Sth June 2019

and ending on (d)

(b) lnsert name,

addressftelephone number/

(c)

days

inclusive and must include the first 10

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting

working days of July.

records; and

r

The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor

under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)

I

Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London El4 4HD
(sLa@pkElitleiah!.eqm)
5. This announcement is made by (e)

(e) tnsert name and position of person

_Helen

Marezak Parish Clerk/RFO

_

placing the notice

-

this person must be

the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority

.t
LOGAL AUTHORIfl ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other'smaller authorities.
The basic position
The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of yOu exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the aecounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July
2019 for 2018119 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The

.L
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited, The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.
The right to make objections at audit
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlav#ul or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlavuful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest.report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

e
.
r
r

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
details of any maffer about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor

to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditois decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
your riqhts are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Section

I -Annual
Governance
I

Statement 20i8/19

We acknowledge as the members of:

Dickens Heath Parish Couneil
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internalcontrol, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

l.

2.

We have put in place anangements for efiective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements-

prepared its accounting stalpments in accordance
with the Accounts and Atdit Regulations.

{

We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including mea$ures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and comrption and reviewed its efiectiveness.

made proper arrangements and ac*epted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
rts charge.

3, We took atl reasonable steps to assure ourselves

has anly done what

that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper
Practices that could have a significant tinancial effect
on the ability of {.ris authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' righb In accordance with the

during the year gave all per*ns interestad the opportunity to
inspec, and ask quesdons about this aathority,s accounts.

requirements of the Accounls and Audit Regulations.
5,

it has the legal power ta do and has

wtk Proper Practies in doing so.

eomplied

We mnied out an assessment of the risks facing lhis
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
rieks, including the introduction of intemal controls andlor
extemal insurance cover where required.

considercd and do$Jmented the frnancial and othernske rf
faces and dealt with them proryW.

6. We rnaintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounling
records and control systems.

ananged far a competent person, inderyndent of the frnancial
ct,ntrals and pracedures, to give an abjective vi€w an whether
intemal cantrols fieet the needs of this smailer authority.

7" We took appropriate action on all rnatters raised

respanded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and
extemal aadit.

in reports &om intemal and extemal audit.
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, even& or transacEons, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriiate, have induded them
in the accoundng stalements.

disdosed everything it drould havo about its business actiyrty
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds induding
charitable" ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we disc*larged our aecountabitity
responsibilities for the fund(s)dassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination oraudil

has met all af its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, rf r.s a sob managing trustee of a loca!

lrusf orfrusfs.

"Please provide explanations to the extemal auditor on a separate sheet for eaeh 'No' response and describe hour the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets should be published with the Annual Govemance
StatementThis Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

i\.€.

*t*Y

iq
Ghairman

and recorded as minute reference:

1.,^.(,.,.^r+q

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approvalwas given:

f,3 Cu tt I a*) " I

U

Clerk

'

$,.-OScts-€-

Other information requircd by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Govemance Statement)

Authority web address

tAS{vJ'\^}

.

cttC-\AS-v-S L^qe.tt^
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$ection 2 - Accounting $taternents
.t_

2{}'t 811

I for

Dickens Heath Parish Council

Total balances andreserves atthe beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the frnancial records- Value must agreelo
Box 7 of previaus year.

101,91

Tatal amount of precept {or far lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total income ar receipts as recorded in lhe cashbook less
the prccept or rates/levies received {line 2). lnclude any

grants received.
4. (-) Staff costs

Total expendrturo or

papents made to and on behalf af

all employees. lnclude salanes and wages, PAYE and Nl
{enplayees md ernployers), pension contibutians and
employment expenses.
Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the aulhority's bonowings $f any).

5. (-)All other payments

Total expendrture or payments as recorded in the cashbook /ess slaffcosts (line 4) and loan interest/capital

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year. Must

101,91

equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8" Total value of cash and

short term investments

101,913

96,65€

The sum of atl current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term rnyestmenls held as at 31 March

To
9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets
1{}"

Total bonowings

agr* with bank reconciliation.

-

309,435

322,615

The value of all the praperty the authority olrns - it is made
up of all its fxed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

168,376

15g,0gg

The outstanding capital balance as af 31 March of all loans
from third pafiies (including PW-B).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as so/e frustee for
and rs respon sible for managing Trust funds or assefs.
1V.8.

Ihe figures in the accau*ting slafernenfs above da

n*t include any Inrsf {ransacNibns.

I

certify that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting

Staterner*s in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governanee and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial fficer before being
presented to the authority for approval

L+ .}.^el..>-CZ{^

Date

lq"<"

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Ufl itr{tel@Ll
as recorded in

rninr#t"rence:

aB (?ott leer) . p
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where theAccounting
Statements were approved

11
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